
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

Girls Inc. of New York City Receives Moody’s Foundation Grant to 
Develop Innovative STEM Career Program 
Publication Date: 3/13/2014 

Girls Inc. of New York City, a leading non-profit organization that inspires all girls to be strong, smart, and bold, 
announced today that is has been awarded a $322,000 grant from The Moody’s Foundation to develop a ground-
breaking data analytics educational program to encourage girls to explore careers in science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (STEM).  

The program, “Operation Smart: Data Analytics,” focuses on building skills in mathematics, critical thinking, and 
technology. It will recruit girls ages 14-17 from across New York City, with an emphasis on those who are too often left 
out of math and science careers, such as girls of color from low-income households or those who are the first in their 
family to attend college.  

The program will include a two-year after-school curriculum to foster enthusiasm and interest in mathematics and 
technology and an intensive four-week summer program held in a university setting to help prepare students for college 
life. In usual Girls Inc. fashion, the program will include comprehensive activities that meet the intellectual, social, 
physical, and emotional needs of young teen women.  

Dr. Pamela Maraldo, Executive Director of Girls Inc. of New York City commented, “We are grateful to The Moody’s 
Foundation for helping us launch a unique program that introduces girls from low-income communities to the exciting 
field of data analytics. As the new age of big data sweeps through every sector of society, we have an unprecedented 
opportunity to give girls the skills they need to ride this wave of progress.”  

"Girls Inc. has developed an innovative approach to helping girls assume a more prominent role in the evolving world of 
data science and we are pleased to help make their important work possible," said Frances G. Laserson, President of The 
Moody's Foundation. “By helping to address gender inequality and build visibility for girls in the field of data analytics, 
this program will go a long way toward breaking down barriers and ensuring that girls have equal access to STEM 
careers.”  

A major aim of the program is not only to inspire girls to pursue STEM fields, but also expose them to the wide variety of 
career opportunities. The program will include internships and give students the chance to explore data science in a 
variety of roles and skills ranging from mathematics and statistical analysis, to predictive modeling and graphic design, 
and the ability to experiment with data without fear in order to achieve the desired impact. 

About Girls Inc. of New York City 

Girls Inc. inspires all girls to be strong, smart, and bold through life-changing programs and experiences that help girls 
navigate gender, economic, and social barriers. Research-based curricula, delivered by trained, mentoring professionals in 
a positive all-girl environment equip girls to achieve academically; lead healthy and physically active lives; manage 
money; navigate media messages; and discover an interest in science, technology, engineering, and math. For more 
information, please visit www.girlsincnyc.org. 
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About The Moody’s Foundation 

The Moody's Foundation, a charitable foundation established by Moody's Corporation, is committed to supporting 
education, in particular the study of mathematics, finance and economics. The Foundation also funds specific initiatives 
in the areas of global economic development, microfinance, civic, health and human services as well as arts and cultural 
programs. The Foundation supports programs located in select metropolitan areas in the United States, the United 
Kingdom and elsewhere around the world. For more information, please visit www.philanthropy.moodys.com. 

 

About Moody’s Corporation 

Moody's is an essential component of the global capital markets, providing credit ratings, research, tools and analysis 
that contribute to transparent and integrated financial markets. Moody's Corporation (NYSE: MCO) is the parent 
company of Moody's Investors Service, which provides credit ratings and research covering debt instruments and 
securities, and Moody's Analytics, which offers leading-edge software, advisory services and research for credit and 
economic analysis and financial risk management. The Corporation, which reported revenue of $3.0 billion in 2013, 
employs approximately 8,400 people worldwide and maintains a presence in 31 countries. Further information is 
available at www.moodys.com. 
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